"Wouldft thou not be glad to have the niggardly rafcally 
feepbiter come to fome notable fhame. ~ Skakefpeare. 

1 here are political Jheepbiters as well as pafloral: betrayers 
of publick trufts, as well as of private. UEJirange. 

Shee pcot. n. f [ Jheep and cot. ] A little inclofure for Jheep. 

Bedlam beggars, with roaring voices, 

From low farms, Jbeepccts and mills 

In force their charity. _ Shakefp. K. Lear. 

Up to a hill anon his fteps he rear’d. 

From whofe high top to ken the profpedf round, 

If cottage were in view, Jbeepcot or herd; 

But cottage, herd, or fecpcot none he faw. Milton. 

Sheepfo ld. n.f. \_Jheep and fold.] The place where fheep are 
inclofed. 

The bear, the lion, terrors of the plain, 

The Jheepfold fcatter’d and the fhepherd flain. Prior. 

Shee phook. n. f [ Jheep and hook.~\ A hook faftened to a pole 
by which fhepherds Jay hold on the legs of their fheep. 

T he one carried a crofier of balm-wood, the other a pafto- 
ral ftaff of cedar like a Jkccp-hook. Bacon's New Atlantis. 

If you dare think of deferving our charms. 

Away with your feephook, and take to your arms. Dryden. 

oHee'pish. adj. [from Jheep.'] Bafhful; over-modeft ; timo- 
roufly and meanly diffident. 

Wanting change of company, he will, when he comes 
abroad, be a JheetiJh or conceited creature. Locke. 

Sheepishness, n.f. [from feepif.] Bafhfulnefs; mean and 
timorous diffidence. 

^ Thy gentry bleats, as if thy native cloth 
'J ransfus’d a JheepiJhnefs into thy ftory. Herbert. 

. Sheepijhnefs and ignorance of the world, are not confequen- 
ces of being bred at home. Locke. 

Without fuccefs, let a man be never fo hardy, he will have 
fome degree of JheepiJhnefs . Grew. 

Sheepmaster. n.f. \_feep and mafler.] An owner of Jheep. 
A nobleman was a great grafier, and a great foeepmajler. 

Bacon. 

Sheepshearing, n f [feep and fear.] The time of {hear¬ 
ing fheep; the feaft made when fheep are fhorn. 

There, happening a folcmn feftivity, fuch as the feepfear- 
ings ufed to be, David begs fome fmall repaft. South. 

Sheeps eye. n. f. [ Jheep and eye. ] A modeft diffident look, 
fuch as lovers caft at their miftreffes. 

Cad a peep's eye behind you: in before me. Dryden. 

Sheep wa'lk. n. f. [ Jheep and walk.] Pafture for fheep. 

He beheld a field, 

Part arable and tilth ; whereon were {heaves 

New reap’d ; the other part Jheepwqlks and folds. Milt. 

Sheer, adj. [ycyp, Saxon.] Pure; clear; unmingled. 

If fhe fay, I am not fourteen pence on the fcore for Jheer 
ale, fcore me up for the lying’ft rogue in Chriftendojn Shak. 

Sheer argument is not the talent of the man; little wreft- 
ed fentences are the bladders which bear him up, and he 
finks downright, when he once pretends to fwim without 
them. Alterbury. 

SheeS.. adv. [from the adjeflive.] Clean; quick; at once. 

Thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o’er the cryftal ba. dements ; from morn 
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A fummer’s day; and with the fetting fun, 

Drop’d from the zenith, like a falling ftar. 

On Lemnos. 

The fword of Satan, with deep force to finite 
Defcending, and in half cut Jheer. 

Due entrance he difdain’d, and in contempt 
At one flight bound high overleap’d all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and Jheer within 
Lights on his feet. 

To Sheer, v. a. [See Shear.] 

I keep my birth-day; fend my Phillis home 
At Jheering-time. _ y _ 

To Sheer off. v n. To deal away; to flip off clandeflinely. 
Sheers, n. f [See Shears.] 

Sheet, n.f [yceat, Saxon. 

1. A broad and large piece of linen. 

He faw heaven opened, and a veffel defcending unto him, 
as a great feet, knit at the four corners. Adis x. 11. 

2. The linen of a bed. 

If I die before thee, fhroud me 
In one of thefe fame Jhects. Shakefpcare. 

You think none but your feets are privy to your wifhes. Sha. 
Some unequal bride in nobler Jheets 
Receives her lord. Dryden. 

3. Ecoutes, French; echoten , Dutch.] In a fhip are ropes bent 
to the clews of the fails, which ferve in all the lower fails to 
hale or round off the clew of the fail; but in topfails they 
draw the fail clofe to the yard arms. Di 5 l.~Dryden feems to 
underftand it otherwife. 

7 he little word behind the back, and undoing whifper, like 
pulling off a feet-. rope at Tea, flackens the fail. Suckling. 

Fierce Boreas drove againft his flying fails. 

And rent the Jheets. Dryden. 


Shak fee 


4. As much paper as is made in one body. 

As much love in rhime. 

As could be cramm’d up in a feet oh paper, 

Writ on both fides the leaf, margin and all 

I firft put pen to paper, f though M 1 ZZZ 
to fay would have been contained in one jhcet of paper Lo k 
I let the refracted light fall perpendicularly upon a/half 
white paper upon tnc oppofite wail. Newton's Quick 

5. A fingie complication or fold of paper in a book. 1 S% . 

6. Any thing expanded. 

Such Jheets of fire, fuch burfts of horrid thunder 
I never remember to have heard. Shakefpearis K T 
Rowling thunder roars, 

And Jheets of lightning blaft the {landing held. 

An azure Jhcet it rufhes broad. 

And from the loud refounding rocks below, 

Dafh’d in a cloud of foam. Thornton 

SmiT-anchcr. n.f [Jheetmi anchor.] In a {hip is the lame’!; 
anchor; which, in ftrefs of weather, is the mariners l a ft re 
fuge, when an extraordinary ftiff gale of wind happens. Bath 

To Sheet v. a. [from the noun.] '* 

1. To furnifh with Jheets. 

2 . To enfold in a Jheet. 

3. To cover as with a feet. 

Like the flag when fnow the pafture fheets. 

The barks of trees thou browfed’ft. * Shakefpcare , 

She'kel. n. f [.'7p£'] An ancient Jewifh coin equal to four 
Attick drachms, 01; four Roman denarii, in value about 2. s 6d 




Dryden. 


fterling. 


Dili. 


Boyle, 
Dryden. 


Milton. 
Milton. 


Milton. 


7 he Jews, albeit they detefted images, yet imprinted upon 
their fcckle on one fide the golden pot which had the manna, 
and on the other Aaron’s rod. Camden. 

The huge iron head fix hundred Jhekels weighed, 

And of whole bodies but one wound it made, 

Able death’s worft command to overdoe 

Deftroying life at once and carcafe too. Cowley. 

This coat of mail weighed ftye thoufand Jbekels of 

c brafs. ‘ Broome, 

She'ldaple. n.f. A chaffinch. 

She'ldrape. n. f A bird that preys upon fifties. 

Shelf, n.f [ycylp, Saxon; fcelf, Dutch.] A board fixed 
againft a fupporter, fo that any thing may be placed upon it. 

About his f elves 

A beggarly account of empty boxes. Shakefp. 

Bind faft, or from their Jhelves 

Your books will come and right themfelves. Swift. 

You have the pleafure of the profpedl whenever you take 
it from your fcf, andthefolid cafh you fold it for. Blount. 

2 . A fand bank in the fea; a rock under fhallow water. 

Our transported fouls fhall congratulate each other their 
having now fully efcaped the numerous rocks, jhelves, and 
quick-fands. ~ ’ 

Near the Jhelves of Circe’s fhores they run, 

A dang’rous coaft. 

He call’d his money in; 

But the prevailing love of pelf 
Soon fplit him on the former felf. 

He put it out again. __ y __ 

, The plural is analogically f elves-, Dryden has Jhelfs , probab¬ 
ly by negligence. 

H? feiz : d the helm, his fellows cheer’d, 

Turn’d fhort upon the Jhelfs and madly fleer’d. Dryden. 

She'lfy. adj. [from felf.] 

1. Full of hidden rocks or banks; full of dangerous {hallows. 

Glides by the fyren’s cliffs a Jhelfy coaft. 

Long infamous for fhips and failors loft. 

And white with bones. Dryden. 
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The tillable fields are in fome places fo tough, that the 
plough will fcarcely cut them ; and in fome fo Jhelfy that the 
corn hath much ado to faften its root. Carew. 

Shell, n.f [ycyll, yceall, Saxon; fchale, fchelle, Dutch. 

1. The hard covering of any thing; the external cruft. 

T he fun is as the fire, and the exterior earth is as the Jbeil 
of the eolipilc, and the abyfs as the water within it; now 
when the heat of the fun had pierced thro’ the fell and 
reach’d the waters, it rarefy’d them. Burn. Dheo. of the Earth. 

Whatever we fetch from under ground is only what is lodg¬ 
ed in the fell of the earth. Locke. 

2. The covering of a teftaceous or cruftaceous animal. 

Her women wear 
The fpoils of nations in an car; 

Chang’d for the treafureof a fell. 

And in their loofe attires do fwell. 

Albion 

Was to Neptune recommended ; 

Peace and plenty fpread the fails.: 

Venus, in her fell before him, 

From the fands in fafety bore him. — y - 

The fells ferved as moulds to this fand, which, when con- 
folidated, and afterwards freed from its inveftient fell, is 0 
the fame fhape as the cavity of fhe fell. 



Ben. Johnf. Catiline 


Dryden's Jlbion 
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Pope. 


He, whom ungrateful Athens could expel, 

At all times juft, but when he iign d th e Jhell. 
q The covering of the feeds of fihquous plants. _ 

e nm p fruits are contained within a hard f eh, being the fccas 
of the plants. Arbuthnst. 

a. The covering of kernels. 

v Chang’d loves are but chang’d forts of meat; 

And when he hath the kernel eat, 

Who doth not throwaway the fell ? Donne. 

, The covering of an egg. 

Think him'as a ferpent’s egg. 

Which, hatch’d, would, as his kind, grow mifehievous, 
And kill him in the fell. 'Sha kef. Julius Ctcj.ar. 

6 The outer part of an houfe. 

• ’ The marquis of Medina Sidonia made the fell of a houfe, 
jihat would have been-a very noble building, had he brought it 


Mi'ton* 


to nei fedlion. 

7 It* is ufed for a mufical inftrument in poetry, from tejhido, 

‘ Latiii ; the firft lyre being faid to have been made by ftraining 
firings over the fbell of a tortoue. 

Lefs than a god they thought there could not dwell 
Within the hollow of that Jhell, 

That fpoke fo fweetly. Dryden. 

8. The fuperficial part. . 

So'devout are the R.'omanifts about this outward fell of re¬ 
ligion, that if an altar be moved, or a ftone of it broken, it 
ought to be recon fecrated. Ayliffes Par ergon. 

To Shell, v. a. [from the noun.] • To take out of the fliell; 

to ftrip of the fhell. 

To Shell, v. n. 

1. To fall off as broken fhells. 

The ulcers were cured, and the fcabs felled off. JVifeman. 

2. To caft the fhell. 

She'llduck. n.f A kind of wild duck. 

To preferve wild ducks, and fellducks, have a place walled 
in with a pond. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

Shellfish, n. f. [ fell and ffh] Fifh invefted with a hard co¬ 
vering, either teftaceous, as oyfters, or cruftaceous, as lobfters. 

The fhells, being found, were fo like thofe they law upon 
their fhores, that they never queftioned but that they were the 
exuViae of fellff, and once belonged to the fea. Woodward . 
She'lly. adj. [from Jhell .] 

1. Abounding with fliells. 

The ocean rolling, and the felly ftiore. 

Beautiful objects, fhall delight no more. Prior. 

2 . Conlifling of fhells. 

The conceit of Anaximander was, that the firft men and all 
animals were bred in fome warm moifture, inclofed in crufta- 
ceous Ikins, as lobfters ; and fo continued ’till their felly pri- 
fons, growing dry and breaking, made way for them. Bentley. 
SHELTER, n. f. [Of this word the etymology is unknown: 
S-inner deduces it from fell, Davies from ycyib, a fhield, 
Saxon.] 

1. A cover from any external injury or violence. 

We hear this fearful tempeft fing, 

Yet feek no Jhelter to avoid the ftorm. Shakefp. R. II. 

I hey wifh’d the mountains no,vv might be a< ain 
Thrown on them, as a Jhelter from his ire. " Milton. 

Heroes of old, when wounded, felier fought; 

But he who meets all dangers with difdain, 

. Ev 1 n in their face his {hip to anchor brought, 

And fteeple high flood propt upon the main.° Dryden. 
They may learn experience, and avoid a cave as the worft 
f Iter from rain, when they have a lover in company. Dryd. 
The healing plant fhall aid. 

From florins a fclter, and from heat a fhade. Pope. 

2. A protedlor; a defender; one that gives fecurity. 

1 hou haft been a felter for me, and a flrong" tower from 
the enemy. . 12 pr {xi 

3* File ftate of being covered ; proteclion ; fecurity. 

^ Low at his foot a fpacious plain is plac’d, 

• Between the mountain and the ft ream embrac’d- 
Which fhade and felter from the hill derives, 

AVhile the kind, river wealth and beauty gives. Denham, 
r 0 Shelter, v. a. [from the noun.] 
i* To cover from external violence. 

^ befought the deep to felter us. Milton 

I hofe rum $ felter'd once his facred head, 

Vv hen he from Wor’fter’s fatal battle fled, 

Watch’d by the genius of this royal place. Dryden. 

‘ WhThTl 5 tofu g 0 1 g wi 'h refuge; to harbour. 

VVhat endlefs honour fhall you o- a jn 

3- To beLVtoctef ** 

^ hz\ jheltercd themfelves under a rock. Ju wf 

“i ith ’!j| ch thoughts, chiefly when all earth.; 

‘ r , fad thce: then do thou particularly retreat to thofe 
CO .r,derates, and Mur thyfeif under them. Z 

4- f o cover from notice. ^ueroury. 

oTr 1 it‘° Ve t0 , cl, f k m >’ growing flame, 

Vrjhdter paffion under friend {hip's name ; 

* OU law my heart. n . 

rnor. 


Addi;on cn Italy. 


To SheLter. v. n. 

1. To take {belter. . 

There the Indian herdfman, fliunnir.g heat. 

Shelters in cool. 

2 . To give flicker. 

Then feeks the fartheft ooze, the felt ring weeJ > 

The cavern’d bank, his old fecure abode. Thomfon » 

She'i.teri.ess. adj.. [from Jhelter.] Karbourlefs; without 
home or refuge. 

Now fad and felter lefs, perhaps, me lies, . 

Where piercing winds blow fliarp. Rowes jane. *- nore * 
Shelving, adj. [from felfh] Sloping; inclining; having uc- 

clivity. 

Her chamber is aloft, far from the ground ; 

And built fo feiving , that one cannot clime it, 

Without apparent hazard of his life. Sjoakcfpeare * 

Amidft the brake a hollow den was found, 

With rocks and feiving arches vaulted round. _ Addifon . 
She'lvy. adj. [from jheif] Shallow; rocky ; full of banks.^ 

I had been drowned, but that the ftiore was Jhshy and fnai- 
] CWt Shakefp. Merry TVrues of hh'u.djor. 

To Shend. v. a. preter. and part, pafl./vt?^. [ycenpan, Saxon ; 
fchenden, Dutch.] 

1. To ruin; to fpoil; to rmfehief. 

Provide for thy wife, or elfe look to b c fert. 

Good milchcow for Winter, another for Lent. rujjer. 

Shepherds, ftiould it not yferit 
Your roundels frefh, to hear a doleful verfe 
Of Rofalind, that Colin made? Spenfer. 

Such a dream I had of dire portent. 

That much I fear my body will b o. fent 

It bodes I fhall have wars. Dryden. 

2. To difgrace ; to degrade ; to blame. 

Debateful ftrife, and cruel enmity, 

The famous name of knighthood foully fend. Fa. Ajhicen. 

Sore btuifed with the fall, he flow uprofe. 

And all enraged thus, thus him loudly fhent^ 

Difleai knight, whofe coward courage chofe 
To wreak itfelf on beaft. Fairy Ejhceen. 

My tongue and foul in this be hypocrites. 

How in my words foever fhe -be fent. 

To give them feals never my foul confent. Shakefp. HamR 

3. To overpower; to crufh ; to furpafs. 

She pafs’d the reft as Cynthia doth fend 
The leller flars. Spenfer. 

4. It is, though ufed by Dryden, wholly obfolete. 

SHETHERD. n.f [j-ceap, fheep, and pyp&, a keeper, Saxon, 

yceapahypt).] 

1. One who tends fheep in the pafture. 

I am fepherd to another man, 

And do not fheer the fleeces that I graze. Shakefpeare. 
A fepherd next 

More meek came with the firftlings of his flock. Milton. 

2. A fwain ; a rural lover. 

If that the world and love were young, 

And truth in ev'ryfepherd's tongue, 

Thefe pretty pleafures might me move 

To live with thee, and be thy love. Raleigh . 

3. One who tends the congregation ; a paftor. 

Lead up all thofe who heard thee, and believ’d ; 

’Midft thy own nock, great fepherd, be receiv’d. 

And glad all heav’n with millions thou haft fav’d.. Prior. 
She'pherdess. n.f [ from fepherd A A woman that tends 
fheep; a rural lafs. 

She put herfelf into the garb of a fepherdefs , and in that 
difguife lived many years; but difeovering herfelf a little be¬ 
fore her death, did profefs herfelf the happieft perfon alive, 
not for her condition, but in enjoying him fhe firft loved; and 
that (lie would rather, ten thoufand times, live a fepherdefs in 
contentment and fatisfa&ion. Sidney. 

I hefe your unufual weeds, to each part of you 
Do give a life : no fepherdefs, but Flora 
Peering in April’s front. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

She like fome fepherdefs did fhew, 

• W ho fat to bathe her by a river’s fide. Dryden. 

His doriclc dialeEl has an incomparable fvveetnefs in its 
clownifhnefs, like a fair fepherdefs in her country ruftet. 

Dryden . 

oHepherds Needle, n.f [fcandix, Lat.] Venus comb. An 
herb. 

Shepherds Purfe, or Pouch, n.f [ burfa pajloris, Latin. ] A 
common weed. 

She'pherds Rod. n. f Teafel, of which plant it is a fpecies. 
She'pherdish. adj. [from fepherd.] Refembling a fhepherd 
luiting a fhepherd ; pafloral; ruftick. Not in ffib. 

He would have drawn her eldeft filler, efteemed her match 
for beauty, in her fepherdif attire. Sidney. 

^ She faw walking from her-ward a man in fepherdif an- 

p»«.r ci • Q • ? x 

She'hbet. n.f [Jharbat, Arabickr] The juice of lemonsL 
oranges mixed with water and fugarC ' ■' Diet. 
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